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He cannot afford to send more. Let me add also that there are
many who have spun much more than 3000 yards, but who are
spinning for their own personal use and hence cannot afford to
send in more than the minimum. Taking the districts, Kheda
tops the list and Panchmahals comes last.
THE An BROTHERS' QUOTA
The Big Brother made a mighty eflort but succeeded in
sending only one tola of indifferently-spun yarn. If there was
no fear of the reader accusing me of partiality towards the Bro-
thers, I would say that this is not a bad record for one who is
constitutionally ill-fitted for continuous spinning and who is
always on the move. Maulana Shaukat Ali has however given
me the assurance that he is going to send the full quantity for
the next month. Maulana Mahomed Ali has done better. I
must let him speak for himself:
I send with Shaukat the poor attempt of the President of the Con-
gress at spinning* The history of my spinning is this. Never had I spun
a yard of yarn in all my life, but after Ahmedabad I was determined to
commence it the moment I settled down at Delhi. Continuous travelling
was followed by illness, but on the 2nd August I sat down at long last to
spin. Two skeins of thick, uneven, horrible yarn are the result of the
work done on the 2nd and 3rd. But some of it was spun by my wife who
acted as my tutor and afterwards also by Arif Hasvi who also taught
me a little. On the 4th I spun the third skein but forgot to count the
yards spun. I think it was about 110 yards. On the 5th, 6th and 7th I did
about 300 yards and then had to go to Rampur to see mother, and I
greatly regret that the charkha was left behind in my hurried and wor-
ried departure. On my return I did another 150 yards or so, but have
been kept busy by the Hindu-Muslim negotiations, mother's illness and
my own foot on which one carbuncle has not yet healed and another
has made its appearance* The last (4th skein) is 462 yards and represents
about 4 days* work, I promise you that God willing I will not only spin
2000 yards by the 15th September but will also make up the deficiency
for August. Will you, in the meantime, accept the will for the deed?
This is remarkable for one who is ailing and also travelling.
But I know that a President has to be exact and scrupulous about
his own work before he can expect any from his followers. The
Ali Brothers however represent not only the Congress but the
Mussalmans also- The cry everywhere is that the Mussalmans
are practically not responding to the call at all It will require
a tremendous effort to awaken them to a sense of their duty. And